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LIGHTEN OUR DARKNESS 


ARKNESS and terror, due to the 

deviltry of man, have enveloped 
the earth. To all seeming, the world 
faces a tragic débacle. Not only the 
lights of cities have been extinguished 
but also the light in the souls of mil- 
lions of men. Self-appointed rulers are 
leading the human family like sheep 
to destruction. The place of the true 
shepherd of souls has been usurped by 
a despotic, designing and diabolic few. 
In the dictator countries the organized 
Christian churches, both Catholic and 
Protestant, seem also to have lost their 
spiritual vision and afforded the brute 
forces of evil opportunity to assume 
total control. 


Never has there been a war like the 
present that has brought out so clearly 
the mortal clash between the forces of 
evil and the forces of good. For against 
the principles which sustain religious 
liberty, individual worth, justice under 
law and the moral order are arrayed 
the acts and language of brute power. 
On the outcome of the conflict.depend 
the preservation and the carrying for- 
ward of these principles or their rel- 
egation to oblivion. 


The need is for light and more light 
to see the worth of these principles, to 
understand that we must close ranks 
with all peoples who are now forced 
to fight and die for them, even though 
in the past not all of these peoples lived 
up completely to them. But having 
risked dying for these principles, these 
peoples can be counted upon to cherish 
and live up to them hereafter. 


--O-- 


AXIS APPENDIX 


H* VING journeyed along the great- 
er totalitarian axis from end to 
end—from Tokyo through Moscow and 
Berlin to Rome—Japan’s Foreign Min- 
ister Yosuke Matsuoka also took in 
that addition to it that winds along 
the Roman Tiber from the Piazza 
Venezia to Vatican Hill. No secret was 
made of the fact that the unusually 
leng meeting between Matsuoka and 
Pope Pius XII was of a purely political 
nature. Roman Catholicism has few 
followers in Japan—only about 100,- 
000 ; nor is Mr. Matsuoka, who is nomin- 
ally a Protestant, in a position to ac- 
complish anything with regard to the 
religious interests of Catholies in Ja- 
pan. The meeting of the Mikado’s 
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Foreign Minister with the Roman Pon- 
tiff, therefore, as Herbert Matthews 
reported from Rome to the New York 
Times, ‘‘ probably had little to do with 
religious affairs’’. 


If a true and just peace had been the 
object of the meeting, as most news- 
papers would have had us believe, it 
is strange that no effort was made by 
Mr. Matsuoka to contact other heads 
of Christian bodies, such as the Arch- 
bishop of Canterbury and the Patri- 
arch of the Greek Orthodox church, 
especially as Mr. Matsuoka is not a 
Catholic. Whatever the nature of the 
‘‘political questions’’ discussed between 
them, both the Pope and- Matsuoka 
expressed complete satisfaction at the 
success of their meeting. 


Ore 


ROCK OF THE REPUBLIC 


ORE MALICE than humor is con- 
tained in the joke prevalent 
among Catholics: that it would have 
been better if the Plymouth rock had 
landed on the pilgrims instead of the 
pilgrims landing on the rock. For it 
was there that the Protestant culture 
of America began, founded on the rock 
of the Bible. That the culture of Amer- 
ica has been basically Protestant, pro- 
foundly affecting education, legislation, 
sociology and economics, is openly ad- 
mitted by Roman Catholic apologists. 
Both must stand or fall together; if 
Protestantism does not survive, neither 
will the free institutions which are the 
hope and pride of America. 


Plymouth rock is a symbol of the 
profound Christian faith, the steadfast 
purpose of those who fled from politico- 
ecclesiastical tyranny in Europe and 
built the foundations of free institu- 
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tions for free men in a free land. The 
rock of the Bible, on which the first 
colonists relied as the foundation of 
their faith, is also a symbol—of ‘‘the 
rock that is Christ’’. 

What was founded as a rock must be 
safeguarded by impregnable defense. 
It is well, therefore, that when guns, 
warships and warplanes are being rush- 
ed to completion in vast numbers to 
defend the soil of America, many should 
call attention to the Bible as the great- 
est defense of its culture. One way in 
which this is being accomplished is by 
the affixing to letters special stamps 
depicting the Bible as ‘‘The Rock of 
the Republic’’. This is most commend- 
able. 

moo 


IF FASCISM FAILS 


._ SUMMER, after the swift and 

overwhelming military victories of 
the Axis dictators, candid pronounce- 
ments from official Catholic sources 
sought to curry all possible favor with 
the totalitarians. Attention was called 
to the identity of the fundamental 
principles of Roman Catholicism and 
Nazi-Fascism. The Osservatore Ro- 
mano rejoiced at the fall of the French 
Republic and called it ‘‘the dawn of a 
new radiant day, not only for France 
but for all Europe and.:the world’’. 
The same Vatican newspaper also went 
out of its way at that time to endorse 
the basic fascist principle, that ‘‘au- 
thority is higher than the human will’’, 
as in complete accord with traditional 
Catholic teaching. The Catholic bishops 
of Germany met in full session at 
Fulda in August and agreed upon a 
pledge of loyalty to Hitler and Na- 
tional Socialism. 
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Sinee then the regime of Mussolini, 
the founder of Fascism, has been seri- 
ously threatened by the crushing vic- 
tories of the British on land and sea. 
Ethiopia, fascist conquest of which gave 
the papacy ascendancy over the ancient 
Coptic church, has been retaken for 
Haile Selassie, and hope for a papal 
victory over the Orthodox church by 
an Italian conquest of Greece seemed 
frustrated. As a result, there has been 
a marked tendency in Vatican policies 
to veer towards a less anti-democratic 
stand. The lesser dictatorship of Sala- 
zar in Portugal is being stressed as the 
ideal Catholic state. - 


But there still remains the solemn 
tie-up of the Vatican with Mussolini’s 
original Fascism by the Lateran Treaty 
of 1929. On that pact was based the 
‘‘new mission’’ of the Catholic church 
in a new order of things after the ex- 
pected débacle of democracy. Again 
and again it has received the praise of 
the pope and other Vatican officials as 
the basis of the solidarity of Fascist 
Italy and Catholicism. If Hitler, there- 
fore, fails to save Mussolini’s Italy from 
defeat now at the hands of the demo- 
eracies, the Holy See will have much 
face-saving to do. Already in Catholic 
circles there is talk of a coming wave 
of ‘‘Catholic persecution’’. This, of 
course, is one way of preparing to meet 
the just resentment that is sure to be 
expressed against the Catholic church 
by the enemies of Fascism if they suc- 
ceed in overthrowing it. 


In the event of Fascism’s fall, it will 
not be too late to hope that the Catho- 
lie church will seize the occasion to 
make a sincere turn-about-face, revoke 
its condemnations of democratic prin- 
ciples, and lend its influence to the 
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building up of a universal Christ-like 
and democratic world. If Vatican 
authorities fail to do so, the mass of 
sincere Catholic people in all countries 
can and should do it without them. 


--O-- 


IF FASCISM WINS 


ESTRUCTION of democracy by a 

crushing fascist victory, on the 
other hand, would not mean a complete 
triumph for the Vatican. For then 
would be renewed the old fight for mas- 
tery between the two historic author- 
itarianisms, ecclesiastic and civil, be- 
tween pope and dictator. Fascism, 
Nazism and Communism insist on a 
single authoritarian sovereignty by 
which men must be ruled. The Rom- 
an Catholic church insists on a mutual 
sharing of the ordering of the world 
between the ‘‘two swords’’, the mater- 
ial and the spiritual powers. Its root 
principal is that the Holy See, 7. e. the 
Roman Catholic church, is itself a 
‘*perfect society’’, possessing supreme 
authoritative, dogmatic, intolerant and 
infallible power over all things pertain- 
ing to spiritual and moral matters and, 
because of its nature, superior to the 
civil ruler. ‘‘The material sword’’, it 
states, ‘‘is in the hands of the repre- 
sentative of civil society, and in order 
that it may make no mistake, it is in 
duty bound to obey the commandments 
of the Pontiff.’’ (cf. The Liberal Illu- 
sion, p. 38) 


The papacy’s hope is that when Hit- 
ler and Mussolini pass from the scene, 
the authoritarian order they are now 
erecting will admit the spiritual and 
moral mastery of the church of Rome. 
But with the military outcome still in 
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doubt, the Vatican must be cautious. 
The Rome correspondent of The Chris- 
tian Science Monitor (April 4) calls 
attention to the fact that while ‘‘the 
compromise faction which controls the 
College of Cardinals’’ is even modify- 
ing the Vatican’s policies in order to 
meet the demands of the dictators, 
priests in the Allied countries are not 
prevented from endorsing the demo- 
cratic cause. A complete victory for 
the democracies is feared most, how- 
ever, because it would bring back the 
‘‘evils’’ of liberalism, against which 
the papacy has fulminated for the past 
century and a half. Papal concordats 
ean be made with authoritarian re- 
gimes, but not with democratic govern- 
ments. 
~Ooe 


PRIESTS IN WAR POLITICS 


ITLER’S success in eating up the 
Balkan nations and assimilating 
them into his hierarchial ‘‘new order’’ 
was aided all along the line by Roman 
Catholic priests. As reward for the 
breaking up of Czecho-Slovakia, Msgr. 
Tiso, who took up the reins after Father 
Hlinka, was made Premier of Slovakia. 
Father Bangha prepared the way for 
Hungary’s adherence to the Axis by 
his anti-Semitic racial movement. 


But only since Yugoslavia became 
prominent in the news did the world 
learn how much had been accomplished 
there by Catholic priests to pave the 
way for Hitler’s inroads. The Jesuit 
Father Anton Koroshetz was a leader 
of the pro-Nazi Slovenes and was Presi- 
dent of the Yugoslav Senate before he 
died a few months ago. A last-minute 
service rendered to Hitler was that of 


Father Fran Kulovetch, Croatian lead- 
er and Minister Without Portfolio in 
the Yugoslav cabinet of Prince Paul, 
in the crucial moment when the Ortho- 
dox church threatened to prevent 
Yugoslavia’s signing up with the Axis. 
In order to fill the post of Minister of 
Justice left vacant by the protest-resig- 
nation of M. Konstantinovitch, Father 
Kulovetch on March 24, obligingly of- 
fered to fill the vacancy so that the 
Regency Government could send its 
representatives to Vienna. 


When history writes the complete 
record of Hitler’s diplomatic under- 
mining of the infant democracies of 
Europe, we may learn the full extent 
to which he was helped by officials of 
the Roman Catholic church. We al- 
ready know how Austria was drawn 
into the Greater Reich by the help of 
the Catholic Dollfuss regime, the Heils 
of Cardinal Innitzer and activities of 
the many priest-politicians following in 
the footsteps of Msgr. Seipel. Germany 
itself was thrown to the Nazi wolves 
by the shrewd maneuverings of Franz 
Von Papen and Msgr. Kaas, leader of 
the Center Party which committed sui- 
cide at the Vatican’s wish in order to 
allow Hitler to assume absolute power. 
The present pope, then nuncio in Ber- 
lin, was the mouthpiece of the Vatican 
through it all. 


Before that, Mussolini in Italy ob- 
tained the blessing of the Vatican for 
his fascist regime, and all its nefarious 
works, by means of the Lateran Pact 
of 1929, which was the work of the 
Jesuit Father Tacchi-Venturi; dissolu- 
tion of the Catholic Popular Party in 


Italy was also the price paid for this 
achievement. 
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FEWER AMERICAN GIRLS 
BECOME NUNS 


RAVE CONCERN is being ex- 

pressed in Catholic circles because 
of the marked decline of postulants for 
convents in the United States. A re- 
cent survey, made by the Jesuit Father 
“dward F. Garesche, among ‘‘ Mothers 
General’? and ‘‘Mothers Provincial’’ 
throughout the country, reveals that 
the number of new girls admitted to 
convents each year is 27% short of a 
needed 1,203 a year. In other words, 
Catholic convents in the United States 
are receiving only three-fourths as 
many postulants as they need.' 


The list of causes for this dearth of 
American Catholic girls to fill the con- 
vents contains the following: failure 
to enter the noviciate immediately after 
leaving high school; lack of self-sacri- 
fice; desire for freedom and pleasure; 
the love of the world and its attrac- 
tions; independence learned at home 
and in school; influence of non-Catholic 
colleges and of public school education, 

In the eyes of Catholic church author- 
ities, these are causes greatly to be 
lamented. Summed up, they amount 
to the simple fact that the American 
viewpoint of the individual’s right to 
life, liberty and the pursuit of legit- 
imate happiness does not coincide with 
Roman Catholic insistence that virgin- 
ity is superior to the married state, and 
that the sacrifice of natural happiness 
and total submission of the individual 
to ecclesiastical authority constitutes 
the best guarantee of eternal salvation. 
Even Catholic girls are beginning to 
favor the wiser and more common- 
sense American way. 





1Cf. America magazine, April 5, 1941, 
pp. 705-7. 
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CATHOLIC CROATIA 
TILL ANOTHER Catholic country, 
Croatia, has betrayed the demo- 
eratie cause; it proclaimed itself a Nazi 
state as soon as the Blitzkrieg of the 
German war machine had ‘“‘liberated’’ 
it from ‘‘oppression’’ by the Orthodox 
Serbians. Vice-Premier Matchek, Rom- 
an Catholic nobleman and Croat lead- 
er, at once renounced his allegiance to 
the new King Peter and called upon 
the Catholic Croats to ‘‘Heil’’ the 
Nazis into Zagreb. 

By a strange irony of fate, Father 
Fran Kulevetch, the Roman Catholic 
priest-politician who intrigued with 
Matchek to sell the Croats and Slovenes 
up the Danube, did not live to see the 
result of his treachery. He was report- 
ed killed during the first Nazi air raid 
on Belgrade on Palm Sunday. 

~—oe 


TURNABOUT 
ILE VATICAN has been greatly 
worried about the fate of Italian 
civilians in Ethiopia, fearing that Prot- 
estant Britain’s Coptie Christian allies 
would take revenge on their former 
Catholic fascist conquerors. 

The Chicago Daily News, of March 
19, reported that the Vatican had ap- 
pealed to the British Government to re- 
member its traditions of humanity and 
civilization and to exert all possible in- 
fluence to control the savage instincts 
of the Ethiopians. 

It was immediately pointed out in 
London, the report continued, that the 
Vatican had never felt called upon to 
protest ‘‘when the Italians were 
slaughtering Ethiopians by aerial 
bombs and gas in 1935, or even in Feb- 
ruary, 1937, when, in one horrid day 
and night, 6,000 people in Addis Ababa 
were slaughtered by the Italian garri- 
son.’’ 
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RELIGION AND CRIME 


By L. H. LEHMANN 


HE AVERAGE AGE of criminals 

in America in 1890 is said to 
have been 48 years; in 1933, 26 years, 
and in 1938-40, about 19 years. It is 
therefore estimated that fully half a 
million school children today will be 
behind prison bars ten years from now. 
As a consequence, there is a growing 
demand for the teaching of religion in 
the public schools as a possible deter- 
rent to crime increase among American 
youth. The demand is loudest from 
spokesmen of the Roman Catholic 
church, which not only aims to have 
religion made a part of the public 
school curriculum but claims the right 
of being the sole educator of all youth. 


Catholic spokesmen, from the pope 
down, are vociferous in condemning 
American public school education as 
‘*Godless’’ because of the very wise 
and vital tradition of keeping secular 
education and church teaching rigidly 
apart. This, however, does not mean 
a denial of the benefits of good religious 
and ethical training as a part of the 
education of the youth of this country. 
Religion, in fact, has always been an 
essential part of the general education 
of youth in America, but religious in- 
doctrination has been kept out of the 
classroom. For the same reason, neither 
pope nor priest has the right to con- 
demn the principle of separation of 
church and state as Godless; not only 
does it not prohibit the profession and 
teaching of true religion, but it guar- 
antees and safeguards liberty of con- 
science and of worship to all religions 
not subversive of the American way of 
life. What it does prohibit is the 
‘‘establishment’’ by law and tax sup- 
port of any religion. The teaching of 
the religion of any church in the class- 


rooms of the publie schools would soon 
lead to that. 


Many states are relaxing or changing 
their constitutional provisions to allow 
school boards to cooperate with re- 
ligious organizations by devoting ‘‘re- 
leased’’ time from school to religious 
instruction. To many this seems to be 
the entering wedge for the actual in- 
troduction of specific church teaching 
into the classroom. From that it would 
be but one step further to other privi- 
leges fostering this or that religious 
organization at public expense and up- 
holding religious teaching by public 
law. 

This is happening because many have 
been convinced that the alarming in- 
crease in crime among young people 
today can best be overcome by uniting 
the teaching of religion with mathe- 
maties and other school subjects here- 
tofore taught in a ‘‘Godless’’ way, as 
the Catholics call it. But before ad- 
mitting that the mixing of religious 
and non-religious teaching would lessen 
the prevalence of crime, two things 
should be carefully considered : (1) Has 
the teaching of religion in private 
schools lessened crime among their 
pupils compared with pupils from pub- 
lie schools? (2) Is all religious teaching 
productive of correct ethical conduct? 

Attention is called to the article, 
**Catholie Education and Crime’’, in 
the March issue of THe CoNVERTED 
CATHOLIC in answer to the first ques- 
tion. There the undeniable fact is made 
clearly evident that statistics (supplied 
by Roman Catholic officials) show a 
much greater prevalence of crime 
among Americans who were trained by 
the Roman Catholic church, in large 
part in parochial schools where religion 
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is diffused through the entire curricu- 
lum. Further evidence of this was 
published in a feature article in the 
New York Daily Mirror of March 12, 
1941, lauding the efforts of the Roman 
Catholic church to reform its many 
members at Clinton Prison, Dannemora, 
N. Y., which is called the ‘‘Siberia of 
America’’, not only because of its 
climate but also because of its high 
percentage of long-termers and lifers. 
This article reveals that of the total 
prison population of 1,989 at Dan- 
nemora, twelve hundred are Roman 
Catholics. 


The answer to the second question 
above requires probing into a matter 
that few Americans want to consider. 
Yet if it could be proved that crime 
were more prevalent, say, among Mor- 
mons, Methodists or Mennonites in pro- 
portion to that of other religious sects, 
Catholic authorities would not hesitate 
to ask whether this is not due to the 
moral teachings of those sects. One 
should not hesitate, therefore, to pose 
this same question with regard to 
Roman Catholicism, since it is an ad- 
mitted fact that crime among Roman 
Catholics is almost three times greater 
than it should be in proportion to the 
relative number of Catholics in the 
United -States. 


Space here permits consideration of 
only one principle of Roman Catholic 
moral theology which could easily have 
a direct bearing on the question, name- 
ly, the condoning of theft and robbery 
under certain circumstances. This is 
known among Catholic theologians as 
‘*oecult compensation’’. It is also con- 
tained in catechisms and textbooks of 
Catholic doctrine used in Catholic 
schools in the United States. It is to 
be found, for instance, in The Manual 
of Christian Doctrine, which went into 
its 49th edition in 1928, and which 
bears the nihil obstat of M. S. Fisher, 
S.T.L., censor librorum, and of Arthur 





119 


J. Seanlon, 8.T.D., censor deputatus, 
along with the imprimatur of Cardinal- 
Archbishop Dougherty of Philadelphia, 
and is published by John J. MeVey, 
Philadelphia, Pa. In the preface we 
are told that, ‘‘This book is intended 
as a manual of religious instruction 
not only in the novitiate and scholas- 
ticate of teaching congregations, but 
also in the elasses of high school, 
academies and colleges.’’ On page 295, 
this textbook describes and discusses 
theft, its nature and various types, 
such as larceny, robbery, cheating, 
fraud, extortion, ete. On page 297, 
we have the following regarding the 
condoning of theft: 

“Q. What are the causes that excuse 
from theft?” 

“A. 1. Extreme necessity, when a 
person takes only what is necessary, and 
does not thereby reduce to the same 
necessity the person whose property he 
takes. 2. Secret compensation, on con- 
dition that the debt so cancelled be cer- 
tain, that the creditor cannot recover 


his property by any other means, and 
that he take, as far as possible, things 
of the same kind as he had given.” 





Facsimile photograph from page 297 of 
The Manual of Christian Doctrine. 


Now, moral conduct can be'no better 
than the moral principles upon which 
it is based. Most crimes are directly 
connected with thievery and robbery. 
If a Roman Catholic youth, for in- 
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stance, can persuade himself that he 
has ‘‘extreme necessity’’ for an auto- 
mobile, he will consider himself justi- 
fied in stealing it legitimately according 
to the above teaching, provided he 
knows that the owner will not be 
thereby impoverished. The doctrine of 
‘‘seeret compensation’’ applies mostly 
to employees who consider they are 
being underpaid for their labor. A 
ten-dollar-a-week cashier in a _ side- 
street cafeteria may consider herself 
underpaid and apply this principle to 
justify her pilfering of odd dimes and 
quarters from the cash register when- 
ever she can safely do so. Many a 
eashier in a large bank or commercial 
business corporation has done just this 
until he found himself in jail for large- 
seale embezzlement. A desperate man 
could also easily argue himself into 
thinking that he is justly entitled to 
some of the surplus money of a rich 
victim and will go after it with a gun. 
Likewise grafting politicians seize upon 
the argument implicit in this teaching 
to justify their conviction that they 
are worth much more to the community 
than their elected offices pay them. 
Such a one was ‘‘sewer-pipe Connolly”’ 
of the Borough of Queens, N. Y., whose 
self-approprations left large areas of 
New York City sewerless. 

This doctrine of ‘‘seeret compensa- 
tion’’ was, of course, unheard of in 
Christianity, even in the Catholic 
ehurch, prior to the Jesuit casuists of 
the seventeenth century. It was in- 
vented by them along with other un- 
ethical doctrines such as ‘‘mental 
reservation’’, ‘‘the end justifies the 
means’’, ‘‘the end sanctifies the means’’ 
ete., to make Catholicism popular with 
the masses. They also helped to thinly 
rationalize their own exploits. Thus 
Catholic textbooks of moral theology 
today make no pretension of showing 
that these principles of conduct take 
their origin from the Ten Command- 


ments or from Christian revelation. 
They merely propound them as ac- 
cepted Catholic doctrine and trace 
them back to Gury, the Jesuit fountain- 
head. 


When Protestants uncover and at- 
tack this doctrine of ‘‘secret compensa- 
tion’’, the Jesuits have a stock argu- 
ment ready to meet it. Their alibi 
sounds like this: ‘‘The Catholic doc- 
trine of secret compensation is limited 
to eases of dire emergency; its appli- 
cation is strictly qualified and limited. 
No Catholic takes it in the sense of a 
free-for-all license to steal.’’ 


The sophistry in this confusing of 
strict theory and loose practice is com- 
mon to many other Catholic doctrines. 
It is found in the teaching about the 
worshipping of saints and their images. 
In theory the veneration of statues and 
medals ean be rationalized and stripped 
of all appearance of superstition and 
idolatry. But in practice among the 
common people this means nothing. 
The millions of ignorant Catholies, 
from the semi-feudal peasantry of 
Europe to the Mexican peons and the 
superstitious-minded Latin Americans, 
attribute magical qualities to these 
images and feel that the Catholic church 
wholly approves of it. So with the 
doctrine of ‘‘seeret compensation’’. 
Finespun distinctions of theologians 
mean nothing to the masses, above all 
to children, even if you grant that 
nuns and other Catholic teachers know 
and take the pains to emphasize these 
scholastie subtleties. 


The blunt fact, confirmed by count- 
less eases, is that many Catholics just 
get the one idea from this teaching, 
namely, that stealing is not essentially 
evil at all times, but, on the contrary, 
fair and reasonable if one needs some- 
thing badly enough and the owner does 
not. How this conviction can be 


stretched to cover untold cases is easy 
It is limited only by the 


to imagine. 
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envy and self-prejudice of the individ- 
ual econscience—which vary immeasur- 
ably from person to person. 


All in all, it is most unfortunate 
that any religion is permitted to teach 
such a principle as part of the eurricu- 
lum of American school education, 
much less to teach it in the public 
schools on the pretext of helping to 
lessen crime among the youth of 
America. 

~Oe 


TRIBUTE TO 
PROTESTANTISM 


ROTESTANTISM’S VALUE as a 

religious and moral bulwark of 
democracy is ably set forth by Profes- 
sor John Dewey as follows :* 


‘‘The oldest organization, the Roman 
Catholic church, judges the seculariza- 
tion of life, the growing independence 
of social interests and values from con- 
trol by the church, as but one evidence 
the more of the apostasy of the natural 
man from God: the corruption inher- 
ent in the will of mankind has resulted 
in the defiance of the authority that 
God has delegated to his designated 
representatives on earth. This church 
points to the fact that secularization 
has proceeded pari passu with the ex- 
tension of Protestantism as evidence of 
the wilful heresy of the latter in its 
appeal to private conscience and choice. 
The remedy is simple. Submission to 
the will of God, as continuously ex- 
pressed through the organization that 
is his established vicegerent on earth, 
is the sole means by which social rela- 
tions and values can again become co- 
extensive with religion. 


‘*Protestant churches, on the con- 
trary, have emphasized the fact that 
the relation of man to God is primarily 
an individual matter, a matter of per 
sonal choice and responsibility. From 


* From A Common Faith, pp. 67-8; Yale 
University Press; by kind permission of 
the publishers. 


this point of view, one aspect of the 
change outlined marks an advance that 
is religious as well as moral. For ac- 
cording to it, the beliefs and rites that 
tend to make relation of man to God a 
collective and institutional affair erect 
barriers between the human soul and 
the divine spirit. Communion with God 
must be initiated by the individual’s 
heart and will through direct divine 
assistance. Hence the change that has 
occurred in the social status of organ- 
ized religion is nothing to deplore. 
What has been gained is that religion 
has been placed upon its real and solid 
foundation: direct relationship of con- 
science and will to God. Although 
there is much that is non-Christian and 
anti-Christian in existing economic and 
political institutions, it is better that 
change be accomplished by the sum 
total of efforts of men and women who 
are imbued with personal faith, than 
that they be effected by any wholesale 
institutional effort that subordinates 
the individual to an external and ulti- 
mately a worldly authority.”’ 


POPE’S VIEW 
OF THE WAR 


“LIKE lightning which flashes 
through heavy clouds, the devastating 
lights of war . . . have torn from the 
eyes of all careful and sincere ob- 
servers that veil of prejudices which 
for half a century the voice of the 
[Catholic] church, and especially the 
reiterated warnings of the last Popes, 
Our venerated predecessors, did not 
succeed in penetrating. May the les- 
sons of this bitter period result in 
acts which permit us to hope in the 
future for a revival of Christian 
spirit, particularly in the education 
of youth, and the creation of a new 
Christian order.’’—Address of Pope 
Pius XII welcoming Pétain’s ambas- 
sador to the Vatican after Hitler’s 
destruction of the French Republic 
last summer; quoted in William T. 
Walsh’s “Characters of the Inquisi- 
tion”, See Review. 
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BEHIND THE GRAECO-ROMAN CONFLICT 


HE war between Italy and Greece 

has its religious implications. 
Only Americans with their sense of fair 
play and ignorance of religious rancor 
could be naive enough to overlook this 
fact. Mussolini’s attempted subjuga- 
tion of Greece envisaged not only the 
extension of Fascist domination along 
. the shores of Mare Nostrum but also 
the striking of a deathblow at the heart 
of the Orthodox church.’ This strategy 
is the reverse of the policy practised in 
the past by partnerships of the Vati- 
ean and Catholic monarchies: ‘‘ First 
the cross and then the sword.’’ Now it 
is first the sword and then the cross. 
The Vatican stood by with silent ap- 
proval while Fascist legions sallied 
forth. In the wake of their victory, 
however, Roman Catholic missionaries 
were to follow; conversions would be 
manifold, religious domination a mere 
question of time—political pressure 
would see to that. The Pope had good 
reason not to protest the ruthless in- 
vasion of Greece. 


Ethiopia was the proving-grounds 
for this new policy. The See of Rome 
blessed the Fascist armies and their 
purpose as they set out to rape Ethio- 
pia. With their victory the death-knell 
of the ancient Coptic church was tolled. 
But the great bell of St. Peter’s pealed 
forth a paean of triumph, as it had cen- 
turies before on one St. Bartholemew’s 
Day. This conquest, however, was only 
the earnest of others to come. It was 
the Greek church, fountainhead of 
hateful schisms, that was always ‘‘first 





*The Balkan and adjoining countries 
separated from the church of Rome a 
thousand years ago; they constitute the 
Orthodox church, i.e. church of “right be- 
lievers”. It has about 100,000,000 communi- 
cants and is commonly known as “the 
Greek church”. 


in intention, last in execution’’, to use 
an old expression of Catholic philoso- 
phy. With Athens and Mount Athos 
under the thumb of Rome, Vatican as- 
cendaney over the Orthodox churches 
of all the Axis-ruled Balkans would 
only be a question of time. Nor would 
such a victory be one-sided. Each part- 
ner in the Vatican-Fascist compact 
would have much to gain from the suc- 
cess of the other. Since the Orthodox 
church has been the dynamo of na- 
tionalism and political independence in 
the Balkans, every new bond to the re- 
ligion of Rome would be an added Fas- 
cist shackle. 

To understand the reason for Rome’s 
jealousy of the Orthodox church, one 
needs to remember how bitterly she has 
striven for centuries to dominate the 
church of the East. The groundwork of 
this envy lies in early church history. 


-When Christianity started, and for 


over three hundred years afterwards, 
the Greek church was synonymous with 
Christianity. During these centuries 
the See of Rome was subject to the 
Greek councils. Constantinople, now 
called Istanbul, where general councils 
of the entire church were held, became 
the ‘‘New Rome’’, center of the Roman 
Empire. The New Testament had been 
written in Greek. Greek was the offi- 
cial language of the church, The great 
bishops and leaders, ‘‘Fathers of the 
Church’’, were practically all of the 
Greek church. 


It was not till the pendulum of pol- 
itical power swung back to ‘‘Old 
Rome’’ and Mohammedanism cast a 
shadow over Christianity in the East, 
that the ambitions of Rome met with 
their first suecess. Even then, and far 
beyond this period, Greek Catholics 
were active even in the extreme West. 
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St. David, a Greek, was the first mis- 
sionary to evangelize the English. The 
Christianizer of South Italy, St. Nich- 
olas, came from Smyrna, in Greece. 
The Italians claim him as St. Nicholas 
of Bari. Four Bishops of Rome and one 
Archbishop of Canterbury were Greeks. 


Then, as now, the Greek church by 
its faithfulness to Christian tradition 
was a living rebuke to the innovations 
of Rome. It ranks first among prot- 
estants. It never could be cajoled into 
admitting the absolute supremacy of 
the Pope of Rome, much less his infalli- 
bility. It always regarded the Holy 
Spirit as the one and only ‘‘vicar of 
Christ’’. It has never admitted the doc- 
trine of the ‘‘Immaculate Conception’’. 
It forbids the bending of the knee to 
anything human, even to the bread and 
wine consecrated in the mass. It dis- 
tributes communion under the two 
forms of bread and wine. It recognizes 
no purgatory as a fixed place of punish- 
ment after death and in consequence, 


allows no payment for ‘‘masses for the 
dead’’. 


Although the Greek church abounds 
in liturgical rites (so dear to the mys- 
tical mind of the Easterner), its doc- 
trine of justification is similar to that 
of Protestantism and contrary to that 
of Rome which is based on the teaching 
of St. Augystine who was unable to 
read the original New Testament or the 
writings of the early Fathers of the 
Chureh. The Greek church rightly 
makes salvation depend upon the word 
of God and the individual conscience, 
taken not separately but in close con- 
junction. It is likewise free of the legal 
formalism and monarchism of the Rom- 
an church. It depends more on the mys- 
tical inspiration of Christ’s teaching 
and the independence of local churches. 


It is easy to see how Rome always 
regarded the Greek church with envy. 
It looked askance at its more ancient 
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lineage. It was embarrassed by the 
staunch loyalty of the Greek church to 
primitive Christian teachings. The final 
break between them was reached in the 
1lth century, two centuries after Rome 
had high-handedly sought to insert 
into the Christian creed the filioque 
clause that denied the traditional Greek 
doctrine of the direct procedence of 
the Holy Spirit from the Father alone 
and equally with the Son. 


From the time of this definitive 
cleavage between the Greek and Rom- 
an churches there was no further bond 
between them, although Rome was un- 
able to deny the validity of the priest- 
hood and sacraments in the Greek 
church. Subsequent attempts at recon- 
ciliation were foredoomed by the real- 
ization that Roman promises would 
sooner or later be broken, as had hap- 
pened in the past. The most that Rome 
has been able to do in the eight centuries 
that have passed since then was to pro- 
selyte an insignificant minority so 
small that it is hardly worth counting.* 
These Greek Catholics who recognize 
the jurisdiction of the pope are called 
Greek Uniats. Rome does not trust 
them to govern themselves but appoints 
Italian prelates over them who are 
called Patriarehs. 


In the United States, Uniat commun- 
ities have largely been reabsorbed by 
the original Mother church, Greek Or- 
thodoxism. This return to the fold has 
in large measure been the result of ag- 
gressive Jesuit-inspired attempts to 
Latinize them, contrary to the original 
agreements, and to withdraw from the 
clergy the right to marry. 


Though in theory the Roman church 
recognizes the Uniat churches as one 
with itself, in practice it deviously un- 


? More vigorous proselyting by the Roman 
church synchronized with the growth of 
fascism and forced Greece to pass protective 
Laws Against Proselytism on August 15, 
1938. Z 
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dertakes to absorb them completely. 
For instance, it forces marriage be- 
tween a Uniat Catholic and a Roman 
Catholic of the Latin rite to be per- 
formed in the Latin rite before a Rom- 
an priest. Still more effective is the 
tactic of allowing the churches of the 
Uniat rites to fall into disrepair. A case 
in point is the Italo-Greek church on 
Stanton Street in New York City, in 
the richest Roman Catholic diocese in 
the world. Though the diocese could 
easily have provided funds to the pas- 
tor, the Rev. Ciro Pinola, his church 
has been allowed to lapse into a state 
of sad neglect. A victim of similar tac- 
tics has been the Chrysostom Magazine, 
the only Roman Catholic Greek-rite 
magazine in English. It failed for lack 
of funds. Students for the priesthood 
in the Uniat churches, who may marry 
before ordination, are encouraged to 
study in seminaries of the Latin rite 
and induced to remain celibate. Latin- 
rite students are seldom permitted to 
change to the Greek rite, and thus be 
able to marry. 


Withdrawal of Greek Uniat churches 
from the protecting wing of Roman 
Catholicism has been a boon to the 
Greek Orthodox church in the United 
States. Two recent schisms have 
brought into its fold a large number of 
thriving communities. So widespread 
has this defection become that a con- 
vention of Uniat Greek Catholics is 
being called in Chicago on June 25, 
1941, in an attempt to stem the tide. 

The Greek Orthodox church is the 
greatest living proof of the breach be- 
tween Roman Catholicism and the ear- 
ly church. Little wonder then that the 
ambitious Curia on Vatican Hill looks 
with favor on any policy that will 
break this schism that has held fast for 
centuries to the great embarrassment 





of the Roman claims of apostolicity and 
universality. Students of history are 
not likely to forget this undying envy 
of the Roman See. A recent reminder 
of it followed the first World War. On 
that occasion the Vatican preferred to 
abandon the ancient cathedral of Santa 
Sophia to its Mohammedan usurpers 
rather than sanction its return to the 
Christian Greeks. This occurred in 
1922. When the English and French 
proposed a solution of the Dardanelles 
question that would have given the 
Greeks dominion over Constantinople, 
ancient capital of Christendom, true 
Christians throughout the world re- 
joiced, particularly at the prospect of 
the rescuing of Santa Sophia from Mos- 
lem hands. But the Vatican was infur- 
iated. Papal authorities were startled 
at the very thought of any move that 
would enhance the prestige of the 
‘‘sehismaties’’. Jesuit politicians rush- 
ed to the fore, bringing strong pressure 
to bear on French diplomats, who, in 
turn, persuaded the English to scrap 
the original treaty and leave the Turks 
in control of Istanbul. 

One would think that such a victory 
would have appeased even Roman am- 
bitions, at least for a while. On the con- 
trary it only whetted them. Rome is 
never satisfied with anything less than 
the whole. It never abandons its ob- 
session that it is the universal church. 
It still dreams of world dominion. In a 
world-sweeping victory of Fascism it 
lays its hope of universal jurisdiction. 
The fall of the Orthodox church with 
the subjugation of Greece, of Protest- 
antism with the fall of London, would 
make Roman Catholicism supreme and 
unchallenged throughout the Christian 
world. Romanism alone has the organ- 
ization, the centralization, the authori- 
tarian discipline to be the counterpart, 
the spiritual arm, of World Fascism. 
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PROTESTANTISM 
EUROPE’S HOPE 


CE and other liberal Pro- 
testant minorities are the hope of 
the subjugated nations of Europe, the 
Rev. Waitstill H. Sharp reported on 
his recent return from thirteen months 
of refugee work in Czecho-Slovakia, 
Spain, Portugal and France. He said 
that this hope springs from the fact 
that these Protestant minorities have 
lived for centuries under unceasing 
persecution from both church and 
state. ‘‘Their love of religious liberty’’, 
he said, ‘‘has gone hand in hand with 
their love of political freedom.’’ He 
stated further : - 


“And now, remembering the exile and 
martyrdom of their fathers through the 
centuries of fidelity to faith and con- 
science, their sons are fitted to survive 
the fury of this most recent conquest. 
No one can be privileged to meet with 
their leaders, through month after month 
of Nazi occupation, without believing 
that in them is the hope of their coun- 
tries.” 


There is here a timely reminder to 
American Protestants that the liberty 
they possess in religious and political 
matters had its birth in the travail of 
their European ancestors oppressed 
by the persecuting church of Rome and 
its allied civil despots. Their subju- 
gated brethren in the conquered nations 
of Europe have to wage the fight all 
over again; here in America our task 
is an easier one, for we have only to 
preserve what already has been won 
for us. 


“The Converted Catholic is worth a 
dollar of any man’s money’”’, a Pro- 
testant minister told one of his par- 
ishoners recently. The good use to 


which Protestant ministers have put 
information from our magazine is a 
great encouragement to us. 

YOUR minister know about it. 


Let 





AJUDICE 


Contracted to 

before birth 

a life of totalitarianism 
he steeps 

in mystical infusion 

to avoid him all 

mental confusion 


Father mother 

directed by celibates 
chaste from coition thought 
Propagandized by 

the College of Propaganda 
funny snacks from 

the Glories of Mary 

Yes father 

Yes sister 

Yes father 

Yes always 

to awful black celibates 
rattling with beads 
among funny figurines 
and bleeding hearts 

with pious-eyed 
poker-faced authority 

in overtowering buildings 


So his school 
So his Church 
so his friends 
so he plays 
so he sleeps 


So he steeps 


—newspapers weak-kneed 
eighty per cent 

obeisant to prelacy 
—books imprimatured 
nihil obstat 

—cinema censored by 
legion’s decency and Hays 
—radio hour gratis 

to Sheen 

and Breen 


then steeps on 
in Fordham 
or Marquette 


ever under 
protective custody 
molds in a mold 
moulds in a mould 
Has he prejudice 
No — ajudice 
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THE SOUL OF A PRIEST 


BY REQUEST, we are reproducing here part of a chapter of a book written 
soon after his conversion by the editor-in-chief of THe CoNnvEeRTED CATHOLIC, 
Dr. L. H. Lehmann. The book is a candid account of his life as a priest on three 


continents, and of his soul-quest for the light of true Christian teaching. After - 


relating the disillusioning result of his work in Rome itself, he tells the following 
two incidents which showed him the uselessness of Roman priestly ministrations: 


EW as I was in a strange 
| N country, I thought to save my- 
self from total disillusionment 


by taking a keen interest in 
the humble work of ministering to the 
spiritual needs of the simple people. 
1 tried to forget the injustices I had 
recently witnessed in the papal curia 
in Rome itself, and to accept lightly 
its extravagant demands and its inter- 
ference with Christian life. But I 
soon realized that to strive thus was 
to harbor a fading illusion. To minister 
officially as a priest of Rome, to don 
the vestments of its ritual, to speak 
from its richly ornamented chancels, 
to confine the dispensation of grace 
to the working of my consecrated 
fingers, began to seem out of harmony 
with the fearless teachings and simple 
counsels of the gentle and unassuming 
Christ. One could not be loyal to both. 





Two instances will illustrate the 
sense of failure which I experienced. 
One was the sad ordeal of assisting a 
young man condemned to die in the 
electric chair in the Florida State 
prison at Raiford, which came within 
the confines of my parish in Gainesville. 
He was from a city in the East, born 
and baptized a Roman Catholic and a 
product of a Roman Catholic parochial 
school. In his youth he was taught all 
that Roman Catholic practice deems 
essential for a Christian, God-fearing 
life. He was convicted in Tampa as 
accessory to first-degree murder during 
the hold-up of a restaurant in which 
the proprietor was slain. 


I did all I could to prepare this 
young man for the ‘‘last mile’’. I ad- 
ministered to him in full every rite 
which the Roman church has ordained 
and by which divine grace and strength 
are said to be poured into needy souls. 
Even as he lay limp and dead in the 
electric chair the moment after the 
fatal current had done its work, I 
anointed his forehead with oil as pre- 
seribed for the administration of the 
sacrament of ‘‘extreme unction’’. 


Yet I knew I had failed to carry any 
real consolation to the wracked and 
sin-scarred soul of that poor lad. I 
visited him in his death cell during 
his long week of fearful waiting, and 
signed him with the form of absolu- 
tion many times over. On that last 
morning I was at the prison gates at 
break of dawn, carrying with me all 
the cumbrous instruments necessary 
to celebrate mass. These I arranged on 
a table near the double bars of his 
eage. I donned all my shining mass 
vestments, and proceeded, with all the 
dignity which the ominous atmosphere 
of a condemned cell would permit, to 
offer the ‘‘sacrifice’’ of the mass in 
full. The poor lad, in a fever of dread 
expectation, paced up and down behind 
the bars smoking one cigarette after 
another. He threw away a cigarette to 
receive on his tongue the wafer of holy 
communion which I passed to him 
through the bars of his cell. It pro- 
duced no effect. 


The injection of morphine adminis- 
tered by the doctor, ten minutes before 
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sent 
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he was led to the chair, quietened him 
somewhat. It suddenly dawned upon 
me that the doctor’s single injection of 
morphine had brought the boy more 
external relief than all my administra- 
tions of the Roman Catholic sacraments, 
which are believed to soothe both body 
and soul. We followed him to the chair. 
A newspaperman, who had reported 
the case for the press all through the 
trial and conviction, was there to jot 
down his last-minute impressions. His 
breath smelled vilely of whisky, and 
he confessed to me in a nervous whisper 
that if he had not filled himself with 
liquor he could never have brought 
himself to witness the end. 


As the whirr of the rheostat sent 
the full force of the destructive current 
through the boy’s body, jerking it up 
violently and holding it tense and 
stiffened almost in the air, my hand 
went up and down in repeated signs 
of the cross accompanied by the Latin 
words of absolution, as if I, too, could 
send a current of absolving grace 
through to his departing soul. His 
body fell limp and dead when the cur- 
rent had ceased, and I stepped forward 
with my vial of oil poised in my 
fingers. I requested the warden to 
remove the iron cap from the dead 
boy’s head and smeared his forehead, 
damp with the dew of death, with the 
oil used in the last rite of the Roman 
church. 


Since none of his relatives were 
there, I claimed his body and had it 
buried with full church rites in the 
Roman Catholie part of the cemetery— 
though not without protest on the part 
of some pious Catholics in my congre- 
gation who objected to a convicted 
murderer resting among their departed 
relatives. I had to remind them that 
Jesus Christ died between two mur- 
derous thieves. 


Yet, I confess that, in spite of all 
this elaborate working of the power 
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of Roman Catholic sacramental rites 
through my consecrated fingers, I felt 
that I had failed a Christian soul in 
its most needful hour. It may have 
been my fault; it may have been the 
boy’s own. But in justice to us both, 
first consideration must be given to 
the lack of true Christian content in 
the Roman Catholic system of youthful 
religious training. Besides, if the cor- 
rect and full administration of external 
sacramental rites could have effected 
an expression of Christian sentiment 
in that boy’s soul, then surely enough 
had been done by me to produce it. 
But not a sign of it did the boy evince 
through it all. He had been a faithful 
mass-going Catholic until shortly be- 
fore his conviction. It was too sadly 
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evident to me that true Christian senti- 
ment had never been taught to him. 
Catechism in plenty he must have had 
in his parochial school; he must have 
been taught an abundance of routine 
prayers and devotional saint worship. 
But all these, together with the ex- 
ternal, magical working of a priest’s 
hands, could not produce in a moment 
of need the helpful Christian attitude 
- which should have been taught him in 
his youth. 


Nevertheless, I had to accept the 
praise of Catholic people for having 
apparently succeeded in doing a true 
priest’s work for the poor condemned 
boy. 


There is a second instance which I 
shall now record when the external 
workings of sacramental rites again 
failed me, but in which I was also 
praised for my apparent success. I 
was lauded for bringing back to the 
Roman Catholic sacraments on her 
deathbed a woman who, though born 
and reared a Catholic, had left the 
church and had lived as a Protestant 
for over forty years. Although other 
priests had failed to effect her ‘‘con- 
version’’ during all those years, I suc- 
ceeded—but against my better judg- 
ment! For at that time I was beginning 
to be very doubtful about my own con- 
tinued allegiance to Roman church 
practices. It was just a year before 
I resigned my position in the priest- 
hood. 


I do not doubt that, although this 
good woman did finally agree before 
she died to accept the last rites of the 
church of her childhood, her arguments 
long before that began to weaken my 
faith in my priestly practice. I must 
confess that I won her to accept the 
last rites of the Catholie church solely 
because of the social satisfaction it 
would give her family to have her 
buried with her Catholic relatives. I 





admitted to her that, since she was 
recognized as having led a truly Chris- 
tian life, she was in no essential need 
of the Catholic sacraments, but that 
they would at least do her no harm, 
and would afford her the rights of 
Catholic burial. She consented to ac- 
cept any benefit which these sacraments 
might afford her, though she was not 
conscious of the need of them. 


I therefore performed for her also 
all the works of my priestly functions 
as required by Roman church regula- 
tions. I even ‘‘married’’ her again, 
though she was over sixty and had 
been married for more than forty years 
to her Protestant husband who was 
still living. But they had been married 
in a Protestant church contrary to 
Roman echureh law. And so she died, 
nominally a Roman Catholic. I could 
not disavow the credit given me for 
her ‘‘conversion’’, since to do so would 
have been a premature confession of 
my dissatisfaction with my activities 
as a Roman Catholic priest. 

I had yet to suffer a vear of bitter 
conflict within my soul before I could 
bring myself to proclaim that dissatis- 
faction by publicly resigning from the 
priesthood. 


* * * * 


COPIES OF DR. LEHMANN’S AB- 
SORBING BOOK, “THE SOUL OF A 
PRIEST” MAY BE HAD FROM US BY 
OUR READERS, CLOTH BOUND, FOR 
THE SPECIAL PRICE OF' $1.00 


-—-o-- 


‘“‘No Jew should ever look upon our 
institutions as an alien. His people have 
had their tremendous share in making 
them. If they are imperfect, his is a 
part of the blame. If they surpass all 
others, his is a part of the glory. In 
either event, they belong to him equally 
with others.’’ 
—Caxtvin CooLipGE 
(Protestant Digest) 
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FELLOWSHIP OF FORMER 
CATHOLICS 


EVERAL former Catholics were at- 

tracted by our recent suggestion 
for the formation of a Fellowship of 
Former Catholics, and have written to 
give us their names and those of others, 
priests and laymen, who have renounced 
the teachings and policies of the church 
of Rome. In the past month we have 
heard from two converted priests, an 
ex-Monsignore and an ex-Jesuit, two 
others who were students for the priest- 
hood, one who was a Franciscan Brother 
and from some former Catholic laymen. 


To those who never have been Roman 
Catholics this bond of fellowship among 
those brought up in the church of Rome 
and now separatists from it may not 
be wholly understandable. They may 
wonder why a Roman Catholic cannot 
change his religion as others do with- 
out so much fuss, why a Roman Catho- 
lie priest cannot become a Protestant 
minister, a doctor or a lawyer, as easily 
as others who change their career. The 
psychology behind it goes back a long 
way in history to traditions of many 
centuries of religious conflicts in 
Europe. Although formal excommuni- 
cation is now seldom employed against 
recalcitrant Catholics, they still retain 
a sense of banishment and at first do 
not feel at homé among those of other 
religions. 


Renunciation of Roman chureh be- 
liefs is often preceded by a terrific 
struggle of conscience that can even 
affect the health of mind and body. A 
former Catholic reader writes us as 
follows on this point: 


“May I suggest that a fruitful field of dis- 
cussion might be the psychological prob- 
lem of the ex-Catholic? The supersti- 
tious fear induced in sensitive individuals 
by Catholic teaching in youth is well 


known to be the cause of serious neuroses 
later in life, and to those who leave the 
church the problem of compensation for 
these neuroses is a most serious one.” 


We are desirous of following up 
this suggestion of a Fellowship among 
former Catholics and will welcome 
further names of those who wish to 
join. It would be a free, not a dues- 
paying membership, a brotherhood of 
those who will pray with us for the 
deliverance of other Catholics and who 
will help us all they can in our work 
of enlightenment. Names of members 
will be used for statistical purposes 
only. 


PAPACY REGRETFULLY 
EXCOMMUNICATED 


“No Christian can fail sorrowfully 
to realize that it is the wounds in the 
Body of Christ that have prevented 
Christendom from saving the world 
from its present travail. It has always 
been frankly stated by the English 
church that no reunion can be of any 
real effective value unless the Roman 
church, with its millions of adherents 
all over the world, is included in it. 
Since the Roman church, in conse- 
quence of its political entanglements 
and against the will of its best minds, 
including probably His Holiness the 
Pope, is more and more definitely on 
the side of despotism and slavery, the 
English church is compelled by the 
circumstances of the hour to recon- 
sider the whole question of Christian 
reunion.” 


—London (Eng.) Church Times, 
Sept. 13, 1940. 





Every new subscription helps our mag- 
azine and our work at Christ’s Mission 
in behalf of priests who have turned from 
the Roman priesthood to join with us 
in the defense of our liberation and rights 
as children of a loving God. 


REMEMBER OUR EX-PRIESTS’ EDUCATION FUND 
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DANIEL’S SEVENTY WEEKS 


(Daniel 9 :20-27) 


By Rev. Joun J. Kewuey, D.D., 
Pastor, Woodside Community Church, New York 


(Sermon delivered recently at Christ’s Mission) 





HIS prophecy has been the 
cause of much foolish specula- 
tion which has brought all 


prophecy into disrepute. The 
following general statements will en- 
able us to get a brief outline study of 
its fulfillment. 

1. There is no such thing as a Gap, 
Interregnum, a Time Out, a Paren- 
thesis, or a Delay in the fulfillment of 
God’s prophecies. This teaching has 
come out of the corrupt Roman church. 
It has permeated the present Protes- 
tant church, until the church of Luther 
and Knox is now unwittingly propagat- 
ing false teachings about the anti- 
Christ. 

2. All God’s prophecies are progres- 
sive and chronological. In the present 
ease, Almighty God has allotted 490 
years for the completion of this proph- 
ecy. He does not need any delay. ‘‘He 
speaks and it is done’’; ‘‘He commands 
and it stands fast’’. It dishonors God 
to suggest that when He said 490 years, 
He meant 490 years plus 2,000 years, 
or the entire church age. As we said 
before, this teaching is Jesuit teaching 
and there is absolutely no scriptural 
warrant for it. 

3. This prophecy is a local prophecy 
and refers solely to the House of Judah. 
It does not include the completion of all 
prophecy. Nor indeed does it contem- 
plate the completion of the sacred 
canon. It says plainly—‘‘upon thy holy 
city and upon thy people.’’ Daniel’s 
people were Judah, Levi, and Benja- 
min. We find no mention of the ten- 


tribe kingdom of Israel in this proph- 
ecy. 

4. The covenant referred to in verse 
27 cannot be the New Covenant because 
this had not as yet been given. Daniel 
was a prince of the House of Judah and, 
as such, he was interested only in one 
covenant, namely, the Davidie coven- 
ant. He was anxiously inquiring of God 
in prayer when the throne of David 
would be restored. It is the Messianic 
covenant which should be confirmed. 


Our modern teachers insist that the 
covenant mentioned is a covenant to 
restore the temple worship of Judah, 
but the temple worship of Judah was 
restored in the period 534 B.C. to 515 
B.C. 


5. In verse 26 the word translated 
‘*flood’’ should read ‘‘a dispersion’’ or 
‘*a seattering’’. 

6. The statement in verse 26—‘‘the 
people of the prince that shall come 
shall destroy the city and the sanctu- 
ary’’—must not be crowded into the 
seventy weeks. It is not included in the 
program in verse 24, but looks forward 
to the period following the completion 
of the seventy weeks. 


7. The ‘‘he’’ of verse 27 is the Lord © 


Jesus Christ, who confirmed the Messi- 
anie covenant one week. He proclaimed 
—‘‘Repent for the Kingdom is at 
hand’’. 

8. It was Christ who was crucified 
in the midst of the last week; who 
eaused the sacrifice and the oblation 
to cease. When He died upon the cross, 
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the veil of the Temple was rent in twain. 
There was no more Holy of Holies and 
no more sacrifice. 


9. It has been asked—‘‘If there is no 
Gap in the fulfillment of this prophecy, 
why has God separated the seventieth 
week from the others?’’ The answer is 
that this week was the greatest of all 
history. It witnessed the crucifixion, 
burial, resurrection, and ascension of 
our Blessed Lord and Savior Jesus 
Christ, as well as the descent of the 
Holy Spirit at Pentecost. Therefore in 
setting this week apart, God did not 
intend to make a Gap in its fulfillment. 
He merely desired to call special atten- 
tion to it. 


10. There is a very definite program 
set forth in verse 24. lf-we keep this 
program in mind it will save us much 
confusion. Let us look at this program. 
It is as follows: 


First: To finish the transgression of 
Judah, namely, the national sin of Ju- 
dah, which was idolatry. 


Second: To make an end of sins—by 
the atonement. 


Third: To make reconciliation for in- 
iquity—reconcile God and man. 


Fourth: To usher in or to introduce 
everlasting righteousness. 


Fifth: To seal up or to complete the 
vision and prophecy, namely, this vi- 
sion and this prophecy. 

Sizth: To anoint the Most Holy, 
namely, the Christ of God. 


Has this program been fulfilled? Has 
it been partly fulfilled? These two 
questions are the only possible ones. 
If we answer the first one successfully, 
we shall have disposed of both. This is 
what we propose to do. 

When Judah returned from the 
Babylonian captivity, they were sick 
and tired of idolatry. Never again did 
they worship idols. The transgression 
was finished. When Jesus Christ died 
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upon the cross, He made an end of sins. 
He made a perfect atonement. The 
Father accepted His perfect atonement 
and raised Him from the dead. 


By His atoning blood, He made recon- 
ciliation for iniquity. Jesus reconciled 
God and man and our message is one 
of reconciliation. II Cor. 5:18-21. Our 
blessed Lord ushered in everlasting 
righteousness. I Cor. 1:30. ‘‘But of 
Him are ye in Christ Jesus, who of God 
is made unto us wisdom and righteous- 
ness, and sanctification, and redemp- 
tion’’. He himself is our righteousness. 
We become partakers of His divine na- 
ture. This individual prophecy was 
completed or sealed up in the seventi- 
eth week which saw His crucifixion, res- 
urrection and ascension. 


The last thing on the program, name- 
ly, ‘‘to anoint the Most Holy’’ has 
also been gloriously fulfilled. In Luke 
4:18, Jesus himself says—‘‘The spirit 
of the Lord is upon me, because He 
hath anointed me.’’ Surely Christ knew 
he was anointed at his baptism in the 
Jordan and John the Baptist bore wit- 
ness, announcing that he saw the Holy 
Spirit as a dove descending and resting 
upon Him. 


The program of the seventy weeks 
has been marvelously fulfilled. God’s 
Word is clear as daylight on this mat- 
ter. Why go on groping in the darkness 
and fog of speculation? Why not be sat- 
isfied with this glorious fulfillment? 
Let us turn from the speculation of 
men to the infallible word of the living 
God. Let us leave to the false Roman 
church the entire plan and teaching of 
Futurism. God’s word is sufficient for 
all our needs. 


CHRONOLOGICAL FULFILLMENT 


All students of prophecy are agreed 
that these seventy weeks are seventy 
weeks of years or 490 years. Here we 
have the key to all the prophetic times 
of Daniel, namely, a year for a day. 
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It must be remembered that three 
scales of time are used by God in the 
fulfillment of His prophecy. First, there 
is the lunar scale; second, the solar 
seale; and last of all, the calendar 
seale, which is the mean or average time 
between the lunar and the solar. Again 
it will be of tremendous assistance to 
us if we will remember that God’s 
prophecies do not begin and end on a 
certain day but they date from an era 
and close in an era,—just as the day 
merges gradually into the night. 


These 70 weeks are divided into three 
periods, namely, 7 weeks, 62 weeks, and 
1 week. 


There are four events from which we 
may start our chronological study : 


1. The decree of Cyrus to rebuild the 
House of God. Ezra 1:1-4. B.C. 536. 


2. The decree of Darius to complete 
the work which had been held up. Ezra 
6:1-12. B.C. 519. 

3. The decree of Artaxerxes. Ezra 7. 
B.C. 457. 


4. Nehemiah’s commission. Nehemiah 
2. B.C. 444. 


However, inasmuch as the prophecy 
states clearly ‘‘from the going forth of 
the commandment to restore and build 
Jerusalem’’ we need be concerned only 
with the last two dates, namely, B.C. 
457 and B.C. 444. 


Using the date B.C. 457, and figuring 
on the solar scale these 490 years run 
out in A.D. 34. Using the date B.C. 
444 and figuring on the lunar scale, 
these 490 years run out in A.D. 32-33. 
In both cases the last or seventieth 
week saw the death, resurrection, and 
ascension of Christ together with the 
formation of the Church and the des- 
cent of the Holy Spirit at Pentecost. 
In both cases Christ was cut off in the 
midst of the seventieth week and caused 
the sacrifice and oblation to cease. While 
it is true the prophecy states specifically 
‘*in the midst of the seventieth week’’, 
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it does not necessarily follow that it 
must be in the exact center of the sev- 
entieth week. It is after sixty-nine 
weeks. We may be in the midst of a 
crowd and not in the center of it. 

We have now shown the fulfillment 
of the program of this prophecy as well 
as its chronological fulfillment on the 
solar and lunar scales. It will be under- 
stood that we cannot go into detail in 
this outline study. However, we have 
given sufficient data so that any Bible 
student may readily understand God’s 
purpose and plan in this prophecy. For 
any one desiring a detailed study we 
recommend the writings of Dr. H. Grat- 


tan Guinness. 
~-O-- 


CATHOLIC CREDIT UNIONS 


THE Catholic church in this country is 
entering zestfully into the credit-loan busi- 
ness. The latest local instance is the forma- 
tion of a “parish credit union” at Our Lady 
of Mercy church in the Bronx, New York 
City. A Federal charter is being obtained 
from the Farm Credit Association. The 
newspaper accounts explicitly state that the 
“credit union is not for charitable pur- 
poses ... borrowers will sign notes that 
are legally binding”. 

Many similar credit unions in Catholic 
parishes are to be found in various parts 
of this country. Readers who are aware of 
how pre-Republican Spain was “milked 
dry” by the economic monopolies of the 
Catholic church need no further enlighten- 
ment on the part played by Catholic credit 
unions. 

--O-- 


MILLION BIBLES FOR U. S. 
ARMED FORCES 


POCKET-SIZED Bibles, to the number of 
one million, are being distributed to the 
men in the Army and Navy and training 
camps throughout the nation and in Hawaii 
by the Gideon Society. This addition of 
the world’s “best seller” to the equipment 
of the U. S. armed forces is being made at 
the rate of 5,000 a day. 


Oe 
FAITH is the strength by which a shattered 


world shall emerge into the light. — Helen 
Keller. 
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THE EDITOR’S 


MAILBAG 





KIND THOUGHT 


NOTING that we have not obtained second 
class mailing privileges, a thoughtful read- 
er has sent us 12¢ postage to cover cost of 
mailing for his subscription, and suggests 
that others follow his example. One of the 
obstacles to our obtaining these mailing 
privileges, which would considerably cut 
down our mailing costs, is that we would 
then have to carry the name of our maga- 
zine on our envelopes, which would not suit 
many of our readers. 


OVER-TRUSTING AMERICAN MIND 


THE FOLLOWING summary of the views 
of a respected New England lawyer regard- 
ing the papacy and the “new order”, is 
typical of the extreme tolerance and un- 
scrupulously honest make-up of the Amer- 
ican mind which expects, in vain, like toler- 
ance and honesty from Roman Catholic 
spokesmen: 


“My own studies of the Roman Catholic 
church confirm what you say about the 
Roman hierarchy being against the liberal 
democratic point of view, but I am not 
convinced that that means that the pope 
would like a ‘new order’ similar to that 
of Hitler’s. The current Christianity and 
Crisis speaks of a ‘post-war world order’ 
when discussing alternatives to Hitler’s 
plans. From Rauschning’s Voice of De- 
struction I gather that Hitler has no prin- 
ciples, but merely desires power for him- 
self and the Garman race. I feel that while 
the papacy desires earthly power, it is 
limited by certain moral principles which 
it has enunciated and whose permanent 
desertion it realizes would weaken the in- 
stitution in the long run. I am convinced 
the papacy does not want a new order based 
on racial prejudice, even though it does 
have an appreciable anti-Jewish prejudice. 


“My guess is that the papacy would like 
to see the world set up on the Portugese 
model rather than the Nazi. I know little of 
how Portugal is being run. I have heard 
some liberal Catholic rumors that it is hon- 
est and is a fairly efficient government do- 
ing a surprisingly good job. But knowing 
the past history of Portugal, I cannot help 
being suspicious of any such statement. 


Even if Salazar is as honest as Chiang Kai 
Shek, I still believe he would have as much 
difficulty as the Generalissimo in putting 
honesty in his country’s government. From 
anti-Catholic sources I have also learned 
that the new Concordat intensified the 
activity against Protestant missionaries in 
Portugese colonies, but such anti-Protestant 
influence may be based on nationalism 
more than on religion. It is possible for the 
Roman church to have native Portugese 
missionaries in Portugese colonies, while 
Protestant missionaries are, of course, 
mostly foreigners.” 


ae * * 


EDUCATION AND RELIGION 
A READER sends us the following: 


The Editor, 
The Converted Catholic 


Dear Sir: 


Discussion continues over the reported 
abandonment of religious exercises in some 
of our public schools and over the causes 
responsible therefor. Perhaps the following 
account of how such exercises came to be 
given up in Burlington, Vermont, may shed 
some light on the situation; it is taken 
from Elin L. Anderson’s admirable social 
study, “We Americans,” published in 1987. 


“From the very beginning, in Burlington 
as in other communities, those who placed 
their hope in the public schools as a means 
of building a united citizenry have watched 
with regret the segregation of the newer 
elements in the parochial schools. They 
have tried vainly to make the public schools 
meet the demands of these newer peoples 
by modifying their religious activity, which 
was ostensibly the objectionable feature. 
Formerly a passage from the Bible was 
read to the children in general assembly; 
when this was criticized by the Catholics 
and the Jews because a Protestant form of 
the Bible was used, it was suggested that a 
rabbi, a priest, and a minister meet separ- 
ately with the children of their respective 
faiths. This proposal, however, occasioned 
general objections as providing an un- 
American division into groups. 


“Finally, under pressure, especially from 
the Catholics, it was decided to omit any 
religious exercises from the public schools 
and leave religious instruction to the 
churches, but when this was done the pub- 
lic schools were charged with being irrelig- 
ious, and the Catholics continued to with- 
draw their children as fast as they could 
build schools for them.” 


Tatcott MINER BANKS. 
Williamstown, Mass. 
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RELIGION AND MORALS 


THE FOLLOWING, from the Louisville 
Courier Journal, of March 25, is also to the 
point: 


To the editor of the Courier Journal: 


Education and religion are separate and 
distinct fields of human endeavor. Neither 
is necessary or dependent upon the other 
for success in its especial field of work. A 
person may be highly educated and not re- 
igious, or very religious and not educated. 

It is unfair and unjust to, and a gross 
misrepresentation of, our fine common 
school system, conceived and founded upon 
the principle of a complete separation of 
church and state, to insist that “religious” 
instruction, under the guise of “moral” in- 
struction, should be added to the work of 
our schools. 

The common school is a highly moral in- 
stitution, teaching morality from the very 
highest incentive, namely, to improve both 
mind and body because it is best and not 
for fear of punishment or hope of reward 
hereafter. 

To say that religion is morality or vice 
versa is a confusion of terms. One can be 
moral without religion or religious without 
being moral. 

The home, the Sunday school, and the 
church are the natural and proper places 
for religious instruction and not the com- 
mon school, which is purely a secular in- 
stitution maintained alike by people of all 
faiths and no faith. 


JESSE RUSSELL. 
Bowling Green, Ky. 


THE CANDLESTICK-MEN 


MANY of our readers recognized The Tale 
of the Candlestickmen (reproduced in our 
last issue from the Jesuit magazine Amer- 
ica) as the unwarranted adaptation of the 
eleventh chapter of the Book of Revelation. 
No Protestant Bible student would dare ap- 
ply this prophecy to present happenings in 
the world by likening the “two witnesses”, 
the “two candlesticks” of Revelation 11 to 
the two blitzkrieging Nazi-fascist dictators. 


COMMUNION BREAKFASTS 


THE CASUAL observer has never noticed 
how unlike the great Biblical characters is 
the Catholic church in its denunciations of 
evils. It denounces them, but always in a 
locale where its prophesy will have no ef- 
fect. For instance, in St. Aidan’s Church 
in Jersey City, where Boss Hague attends, 
you will never hear graft or political cor- 
ruption touched upon. This is done occa- 
sionally, but where there are no politicians 
and it is a question of flaying a dead horse. 


On March 11 there were two communion 
breakfasts. At the one attended by Negroes, 
who are the helpless victims of racial bias, 
racial discrimination was denounced. The 
point was meaningless; all present agreed 
with it but could do nothing about it. 
Meanwhile at the Waldorf-Astoria where 
the New York Telephone Company was 
holding its communion breakfast, not a 
word was uttered on this vital topic, al- 
though this company refuses to hire 
negroes. Instead, ultra-conservative Wil- 
liam Blakely, Westchester politician, in- 
dulged in red-baiting to the great delight 
of all present who had always thought as 
he did. Where a denunciation of commun- 
ism might have been in order was at a 
communion breakfast held the day before 
for the members of the Association of Cath- 
olic Trade Unionists. Instead the principal 
speaker was a C. I. O. Steel Workers or- 
ganizer who boasted of his union’s ability 
to bring Tom Girdler and his like to task 
whenever they wanted to. 


Where denunciations of the abuses of 
Steel Companies might be to the point and 
do some good was at another communion 
breakfast held that same morning. Raoul 
Desvernine, president of the Crucible Steei 
Company and a Catholic Knight of Malta 
was president. You may be assured that 
nothing indiscreet was said, no matter how 
great the moral demand. 


x * * 


MINISTRY OF RECONCILIATION 


**Therefore if any man be in Christ, 
he is a new creature: old things are 
passed away; behold, all things are 
become new. And all things are of 
God, who hath reconciled us to Him- 
self by Jesus Christ, and hath gwen 
to us the ministry of reconciliation.’’ 


—2 Cor. 5:17, 18. 


~ 
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ITEMS OF CURRENT 
INTEREST 


By James J. MuRPHY 


ANTI-DEMOCRATIC FIXATION 


MORAL SABOTAGE by prominent Cath- 
olic spokesmen against the American liber- 
al viewpoint has increased to an alarming 
extent. Msgr. Fulton J. Sheen, a powerful 
Jesuit sounding board, exhibits a veritable 
fixed idea that America is not worth saving 
from totalitarian attack. This was the bur- 
den of a long speech of his at Newark, N. 
J., on April 4. In his Lenten sermons at 
St. Patrick’s Cathedral in New York he 
came back again and again to the same 
point. After praising the “self-sacrifice” 
of the totalitarian nations in his sermon 
of March 9, for instance, he went on to say: 
“Those in America who want to keep things 
as they are here think that we still need 
conquerors who will preserve the front-line 
trenches. The truth is, the front-line 
trenches are not worth preserving.” (N. Y. 
Times, Mar. 10). 


* * * 


NAZI vs. POLISH CATHOLICISM 


THE PRO-NAZI leanings of the Vatican 
had led it to cloak in silence German out- 
rages against Catholic Poland. The only 
protest of any note was made almost a year 
ago. This was unofficial and made after 
so much gesticulating and so many flour- 
ishes that it proved to be only a laughable 
“slap on the wrist”. The real horrors of the 
situation are disclosed only by the Polish 
Information Center. In a release of March 
21, it tells how German authorities are up- 
rooting Polish Catholicism and substituting 
Nazi Catholicism. Germany is supplanting 
the Polish clergy with Nazi Catholic priests 
who wear the party uniform with swastika 
armlets. The Poles call them “the German 


parachutists”. 
- * * 


ITALIANS ANGRY AT POPE 


JOHN T. WHITAKER, reporter for the 
New York Post recently expelled from 
Italy for telling the truth, writes in his 
revelations of conditions inside Italy: “In 
their bitterness the Italians .even rail 
against the church. They say that the pres- 
ent pope has condoned Fascism and accept- 
ed a German victory as inevitable.” (N. Y. 
Post, April 5). After stating this fact, an 
attempt is made with all due deference 


to the “sacred cow” to show that the Italian 
people are unduly biased against the pious 
Pius. 


CHRISTIAN vs. CATHOLIC 


MICHAEL F. WALSH, New York Secre- 
tary of State, notorious for his recent at- 
tempt to bury Protestantism alive, has 
been much in demand at Catholic gather- 
ings ever since. The logic seems to be that 
a libel of Protestantism is a feather in a 
Catholic’s cap. His latest oracle was at 
the regional conference of the Confratern- 
ity of Christian Doctrine in Brooklyn: “The 
monumental task of the Catholic church 
is to induce society to return to the Chris- 
tian life. This task will be accomplished by 
the teaching of the Catholic church.” The 
play on the word “Christian” making it 
synonymous with “Catholic” is a stock 
trick in the “confusion tactics” elaborated 
by the Jesuits. 


PRIESTS WIN NAZI IRON CROSS 


SINCE THE start of the war twenty-seven 
Catholic priests with the Nazi armies have 
received the Iron Cross for bravery, an 
Associated Press dispatch of March 21, re- 
ported from Berlin. 


* ad * 


VATICAN LEGERDEMAIN 


THE NEWSPAPER Tevere prints a pas- 
toral letter that is strongly anti-Semitic 
and pro-Fascist. Bishop Aligi Cossio, of 
Recanati-Lorreto its author writes about 
the “Masonic peace of Versailles” and 
praises the “courage” of Germany and Italy 
in overthrowing it. (N. Y. Times, March 
29). 

The Vatican was much worried by the 
widespread publicity given this official pro- 
Fascist declaration of the Catholic church. 
There was no Vatican objection to the pas- 
toral as such or its anti-Semitic teaching. 
What worried the Curia cardinals was that 
it would show up the two-facedness of the 
Vatican in America where it is advertised 
as pro-Democratic and pro-Semitic. Jesuit 
strategists attempted to juggle the situa- 
tion by releasing a dispatch to the world 
press that the Vatican is so much given to 
freedom of expression that it allows differ- 
ent bishops to teach contradicting doc- 
trines. The official anti-Fascist doctrine 
needed to prove the contention consisted of 
a few vague truisms from a pastoral of the 
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Archbishop of Freiburg. The restrained 
generalities of this letter were so much in 
contrast to the sharp, violent denunciation 
of the former letter that they stultified the 
Jesuit legerdemain. 


* * * 


CATHOLIC BIBLICAL SUNDAY 


SUNDAY, MAY 18, is Biblical Sunday, 
throughout the Catholic church in this 
country. It will witness the introduction 
of a new translation of the New Testament, 
sponsored and authorized by the American 
hierarchy. This official translation in mod- 
ern English aims at making the New Testa- 
ment more intelligible; it will also recon- 
struct passages that have caused embar- 
rassment to the Catholic church in Prot- 
estant countries, such as the passage where 
the Lord addresses Mary as “woman”. 


Fr. Graham, head of the Holy Name So- 
ciety, has been charged with the task of 
“attempting to place a New Testament in 
every Catholic home”. 


The last English translation of the New 
Testament was the Challoner-Rheims ver- 
sion of 1749. Its English was poor and at 
times unintelligible to modern readers. 
The Catholic church, however, remained 
utterly indifferent to the matter and let 
two hundred years pass before attempting 
to improve it. This strategy served the 
purpose of killing the natural desire that 
arose among literate, democratic people to 
read the Bible. 


* ~ * 


JESUITS AND BENEDICTINES 


TEN Benedictine monasteries in Germany 
and German-occupied territory have been 
closed by Nazi authorities and six others 
were given evacuation orders, according 
to a dispatch to the New York Times of 
March 16. This piece of news needs no 
comment. Its meaning is obvious to those 
who have read recent articles on the Jesuit 
war on Catholic liberalism, conflicts within 
Catholicism between the liberal Benedic- 
tines and the fascistic Jesuits. That Hitler 
is working hand-in-hand with Jesuits is 
evidenced by the fact that Jesuitism’s Cath- 
olic adversaries are suppressed. Hitler 
has not expelled a single Jesuit nor put one 
in a concentration camp nor accused one 
in an immorality trial. Such persecutions 
are reserved for the liberals, the enemies of 
the Jesuits. 
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CAN IT BE TRUE? 


THE NATIONAL Conference of Christians 
and Jews has just released “The Religions 
of Democracy’’, a book in which the clergy- 
men of the Jewish, Protestant and Cath- 
olic faith have collaborated. 


The task of representing Catholicism as 
a democratic religion was entrusted to Fr. 
Elliot Ross, a former Paulist who fell out 
of the good graces of his order because of 
his liberalism and participation in inter- 
faith conferences. He is one of the insig- 
nificant number of liberals among Catholic 
clergymen whom the Jesuits despise but 
make use of as a false front. Msgr. John A. 
Ryan and Fr. Ford of Columbia are his best 
known bedfellows. Fr. Ross says that “true 
Catholics practice broad tolerance in ac- 
cordance with the creed and doctrines of 
their church.” That this is absurd in theory 
an elementary study of Catholic dogma 
will show; that it is absurd in practise is 
evident from a glance at the outstanding 
spokesmen of the Catholic church in Amer- 
ica: Fr. John A. O’Brien, Fr. Curran, Fr. 
Brophy, Herbert A. O’Brien, John A. Mat- 
thews, Patrick J. Scanlan, et al. 


* * & 


PRIESTS FAVORED BY NAZIS 


MR. WYTHE WILLIAMS, international 
radio commentator and author, in a recent 
broadcast over WOR told of special priv- 
ileges given to Roman Catholic priests in 
Germany and denied to the Protestant 
clergy: larger food allowances, no limit on 
gasoline and freedom of travel. 


emi 


TWO THOUSAND KISSES 


AN “ALL-TIME HIGH” in kisses was 
reached on March 26 at thé Vatican. For 
three and a half hours the Pope spent his 
time giving his hand to 2,000 people to kiss. 
The crowd included “several hundred sol- 
diers and maidservants of the Roman quar- 
ters of Monteverde”. 


FOR $1.00 WE WILL MAIL SAMPLE 
COPIES OF THE CONVERTED 


CATHOLIC TO TWENTY OF YOUR 
FRIENDS AND ACQUAINTANCES. 
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CHRIST’S MISSION NOTES 


Rev. A. CaLiaNnpro, Director 


eae ministers from many 

parts of the country have requested 
the services of members of our former- 
priest group to address their congre- 
gations. This is part of our mission, 
and we are always happy to comply 
with this request within the limits of 
time at their disposal. Our editor-in- 
chief, Dr. L. H. Lehmann, spoke before 
the Protestant Federation of Philadel- 
phia on April 7, and he and others are 
scheduled to speak in other places in 
the near future. 


Rev. Chris. Di Pietro, former priest, 
also conducted a successful week’s 
preaching mission at the First Italian 
Presbyterian church in Philadelphia 
from March 31 to April 6. His stirring 
addresses were in both English and 
Italian on different days. 


--O-- 


SUNDAY MEETINGS 


EV. JOHN ZANON, the recently 

converted priest, spoke from the 
platform of Christ’s Mission on April 
6, and told the story of his conversion 
from the Roman priesthood to evangeli- 
eal Christianity. We are happy to an- 
nounce that Mr. Zanon will begin his 
preparation for the Protestant ministry 
in June at thé summer session of Co- 
lumbia Bible College, South Carolina. 


We hope that Mr. Zanon will be able 
to continue in September when this 
college opens for its regular year’s 
work. This will depend upon the gen- 
erosity of our friends, and we take 
this opportunity of appealing to our 
readers to contribute what they can 
towards this work. We have started 
an Ex-Priests’ Education Fund for this 
purpose. May we have your contribu- 
tion now while the need is urgent? 


Easter Sunday our mission was 





closed to allow our people to attend 
their own churches. On Sunday, April 
20, Miss Elizabeth Noonan, former nun, 
spoke on the topic of nunneries and 
monasteries, and on the following Sun- 
day the Rev. John J. Kelley, a former 
Roman Catholic and now Pastor of 
Woodside Baptist church, delivered 
one of his inspiring addresses on the 
topic ‘‘A Great Church’’. 


~o 
BRITISH VIEW 


It is evident that many people are chang- 
ing their views about the Roman church 
and its principles. When they read of the 
priests in Italy “blessing” the Italian troops 
as they go out to fight against British and 
Greek soldiers, and when they realize that 
one of the greatest reasons why our loss 
of merchant vessels has increased, is be- 
cause the use of ports in Ireland is denied 
us, they begin to see where we are as a 
Protestant nation. The Protestant Woman 
states that the B.B.C. is greatly under 
Roman Catholic control, that our Foreign 
Office is largely composed of those holding 
the faith of the Roman church, that a 
large proportion of the chaplains to our 
Forces consist of Anglo-Romanists, and 
that the Mass is set up unchallenged in 
hundreds of parish churches. It is also 
recognized in other periodicals “that the 
Papacy is now, as in the last war, anti- 
British.” The secret of Britain’s greatness 
has been, and is, the Bible, and if we under- 
mine its authority, we open the door to 
the priests. 

—The Christian Herald (England) 


“To The Jew First” 


Monthly Bulletin of James Parker 
Memorial Gospel-Mission to 
Jews and Catholies 


Subscription 50¢ a Year 


Order from: 


MRS. ESTHER MacGILLIVRAY, 
Superintendent, 
102 Franklin Street, 
Jersey City, N. J. 
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QUESTION BOX 


By QUIZ 





Q. “Since you hold that the title 
‘Father’, as given to the pope and priests 
of the church of Rome, is unscriptural 
and directly contrary to Christ’s com- 
mand, why do you thus designate priests 


in your magazine?”—F. H., Santa Mon- 
ica, Cal. 


A. We do so merely to make clear the 
distinction between Roman Catholic priests 
and ministers of other religions, not to en- 
courage this plainly unscriptural practice. 
Merely to designate them as “Reverend Mr. 
So-and-So” would cause confusion; to put 
“Father” each time in quotes would be 
cumbersome, and the designation “Priest 
So-and-So” is no longer acceptable. 


Q. “What is a ‘perpetual novena’?”— 
P. F. J., Lancaster, Pa. 


A. A “novena” is a nine-days’ devotion 
of any kind, from the Latin word novem 
“nine”. Recently it has become the practice 
in Roman Catholic churches in this coun- 
try to keep “novenas” going in an endless 
chain. Strictly speaking a “perpetual no- 
vena” is a contradiction in terms. 

Such observance of “times”, “days” and 
“years” is a return to pagan customs, to 
the “beggarly elements” of Babylonian and 
Mithraic cults, as St. Paul calls them in 
Gal. 4:9, 10: “But now, after that ye have 
known God, or rather are known of God, 
how turn ye again to the weak and beggar- 
ly elements, whereunto ye desire again to 
be in bondage? Ye observe days, and 
months, and times and years. . .” 


Q. “What is the difference between a 
bishop and an Archbishop?’—J. F. P., 
Detroit, Mich. 


A. Power and dignity in the church of 
Rome ascends and descends on an hier- 
archical scale. The word “bishop” comes 
from the Greek word episcopus which, 
translated literally means “overseer” or 
“superintendent”. A bishop rules over a 


diocese or district of a country as divided 
up according to maps made at the Vatican 
in Rome. An archbishop is titular overseer 
of several dioceses’ and takes precedence 
over meetings or synods of bishops of these 
dioceses. Archbishops are the immediate 
channels for transmittal of instructions 
from the Vatican through the nuncios or 
apostolic delegates appointed by the pope to 
represent him in the different countries of 
the world. An archbishop’s coat of arms is 
flanked by ten tassels on each side; his title 
is “Your Grace”. 


Q. ‘Where did the church of Rome get 
the obligation of meatless Fridays?’’— 
H. H. H., Chicago, Ill. 


A. Certainly not from the New Testa- 
ment, for St. Paul (I Tim. 5:1-4) actually 
calls “abstaining from meat” and “forbid- 
ding to marry” (celibacy), “doctrines of 
demons”. The origin of these things can be 
traced back to the old pagan—Oriental and 
Babylonian—religions. Roman Catholicism, 
with its insistence on priestly ministra- 
tions, anathemas, fear and superstitious 
practices, is but the continuation of the old 
popular religions which worked on the ig- 
norance and fear of the masses. Such re- 
ligions have always prospered and perse- 
cuted its opponents and reformers. Meat- 
less Fridays were formally imposed by 
Pope Nicholas I in the ninth century. 


For Information on the Inroads 
of the Enemies of Protestantism in 
Canada— 


READ— 


PROTESTANT 
ACTION 


“Canada’s National Protestant 
Journal” 


A militant and independent monthly 
newspaper of facts, figures and argu- 
ments that you do not find in any other 
paper published in Canada. 


$1.00 per year 
Sample copy on request 
11 GLEBEHOLME BLVD. 
Toronto 6, Canada 
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BOOK REVIEWS 


RETURN OF TORQUEMADA 


CHARACTERS OF THE INQUISI- 
TION, by William Thomas Walsh; P. 
J. Kenedy & Sons, New York, N. Y. 
301 pages; Price $2.75. 


NOTEWORTHY is the number of books 
recently published under Catholic auspices 
with the obvious intent of bolstering up 
pre-Reformation, reactionary Catholic poli- 
cies. Nor is it without significance that this 
should be so at this time when liberalism, 
democracy and the whole post-Reformation 
structure of Western civilization is under 
violent attack by its would-be destroyers. 
Attention was called in these columns last 
month to the daring publication of The 
Liberal Illusion by the National Catholic 
Welfare Conference, Washington headquar- 
ters of Vatican propaganda. A noted Cath- 
olic publishing house has ¢ven gone so far 
as to put on the market what purports to 
be a justification of the infamous Borgia 
pope, Alexander VI; a recent attempt was 
also made to glorify Pope Innocent III, and 
the same was done for King Philip II of 
Spain—Hitler’s sixteenth-century prototype 
—and made to coincide with the destruction 
of liberty and democracy in Spain and Hol- 
land in our time. 


Most brazen of all, however, is William 
T. Walsh’s Characters of the Inquisition, 
enthusiasticaly reviewed and endorsed by 
Catholic newspapers and periodicals. Here 
is an unblushing attempt to whitewash the 
most fiendish institution ever set up by 
ecclesiastical despotism to crush the con- 
sciences of men. If the wish is father to 
the thought, then here is clear indication 
that Catholic authorities look longingly 
toward a return of the Inquisition as effec- 
tive aid to the dictators in purging the 
world of the “liberal illusion” of democracy 
and freedom of conscience. For it is a bold- 
faced defense of the fundamental principle 
underlying the totalitarian regimes, name- 
ly, that heresy is a heinous crime and that 
all possible means employed to extirpate it, 
including the murderous services of a 
Gestapo, an Ogpu or an Ovra, are necessary 
and justifiable. It is needless to point out 
how totally subversive this is of every con- 
ception of our American way of life. 


The author is particularly interested to 
prove that Torquemada and his fellow- 
fiends were personally not as bad as they 


are painted by enemies of the Catholic 
church, that they were, in fact, quite nice, 
merciful people. He even concludes that 
Torquemada must actually have been a 
saint, in proof of which he states that when 
his tomb was opened “a singularly sweet 
and agreeable odor” came from it, which, 
in Catholic practice, is accepted as a divine 
demonstration of sainthood. His basic con- 
tention is that Torquemada “made the In- 
quisition decidedly more merciful’. As an 
example of this he describes one of Tor- 
quemada’s “decidedly more merciful” prac- 
tices, namely, the “water cure’. He de- 
scribes and comments upon it as follows: 
(p. 169.) 


“The reo [victim], if he refused to clarify 
the contradictions in his testimony, or was 
strongly suspected of withholding import- 
ant information, was stretched naked and 
tied with cords upon a very forbidding- 
looking escalera, or ladder. His nostrils 
were stopped, his jaws held apart by an 
iron prong, and a piece of linen placed 
loosely over his mouth. Into this cloth 
water was slowly poured, carrying it to the 
throat. This gave him the fear, and some 
of the sensations, of suffocation, without 
allowing him to suffocate. If he squirmed, 
the cords hurt his wrists and ankles. If 
he proved very stubborn, one of the famili- 
ares might give him an extra twist or two. 
This must have been a very painful and 
harrowing experience. Yet it seldom did 
lasting harm, and it often obtained con- 
fessions.” 


He is particularly bitter against so-called 
liberal Catholic spokesmen in America who 
endeavor to align Catholic political and 
religious teaching with our American way 
of life. He singles out two—Supreme Court 
Justice Murphy and Msgr. John A. Ryan 
(in his better moments)—and inveighs 
against them as follows: 


“A great many Catholics, influenced by 
the Protestant and liberal environments in 
which they have lived, have sincerely and 
deliberately set out to propagate Christian- 
ity in such ways as never to arouse an- 
tagonism. They have compromised with 
Socialism, they have compromised with the 
economic theory of history, they have over- 
emphasized the importance of various ma- 
terial elements. It is sad evidence of the 
lack of unity into which we have been be- 
trayed when a Catholic Judge of the Su- 
preme Court can publicly proclaim that 
“Democracy is more important than reli- 
gion”, when a Catholic priest, who taught 
for some years at the Catholic University 
at Washington and has filled the country 
with his disciples, openly goes to address a 
Jewish-Masonic lodge (though Catholics 
are still forbidden by Canon 2336 to co- 
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operate with or condone Masonry in any 
way )—and this, according to the press, not 
to remind his hearers of their true home in 
the Church Catholic, but to confirm them 
in their true sense of injured innocence. 


“Now all these gentlemen, these liberal, 
broad-minded Catholics, many of them 
teaching the next generation of American 
Catholics, no doubt think they are doing 
a service to God in smoothing out our 
differences with others and neglecting to 
utter the challenge which Christianity has 
uttered everywhere else in the world, until 
the opposition gnashed its teeth, and took 
up stones to cast.” (p. 293; italics mine) 


The book affords the author full oppor- 
tunity to express the traditional antagon- 
ism of the Catholic mind to Judaism—‘the 
destruction of the Jew was a necessity”, 
he tells us; to liberalism and democracy 
which he (justly) attributes to Protestant- 
ism and Freemasonry; to Protestantism for 
its opposition to Franco and its support of 
the Loyalists in Spain; to the defunct 
League of Nations and a possible Federal 
Union of English-speaking peoples. “Amer- 
ica”, he says, “must become either a Catho- 
lic state or a slave state.” But there is in 
reality no distinction between a Catholic 
state and a slave state, and both could be 
brought about by a revival of the Inquisi- 
tion. 


It is little more than a hundred years 
since the Spanish Inquisition was abolished 
on the continent of America (in Mexico in 
1913). That its principles are not dead is 
evident from what is happening in Europe; 
that its revival is a menace to freedom 
not undesired in America by the Catholic 
church may be seen from a perusal of this 
Catholic book. 


L. H. L. 
Ore 


RECOMMENDED READING 


INCREASING interest in Scripture pro- 
phecy as applied to world events today 
makes the following booklets very timely: 
PROPHECY IN OUTLINE, by Rev. John 
J. Kelley, D.D., whose article on Daniel’s 
Seventy Weeks appears in this issue. 58 
pages, Price 10¢. 


THE PRESENT ANTICHRIST, by Rev. 
Fred. J. Peters. The author, a well-known 
Latin American evangelist, holds with Dr. 
Kelley to the traditional viewpoint that the 
Antichrist is actually present and not to 
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come only at the end of the world, as the 
Jesuit escatologists would conveniently 
have us believe. 63 pages, Price 30¢. 


-—-O-—- 


ANTICHRIST AND THE SCARLET 
WOMAN, by Eric C. Peters. This is 
a treatment of the same theme as above, 
but explored in other directions. It 
ealls attention to chapter 17 of the 
Book of Revelation as the key to the 
Apocalypse, an accurate exposition of 
which is necessary in order to obtain 
the real significance of all prophetic 
fulfillment ; 35 pages, Price 25c. 

NOTE: As happens in periods of world un- 
rest, many are interested today in the re- 
lation of events to Bible prophecy. The 
viewpoint adopted in the two treatises 
above is known as the “historic”, first pop- 
ularized by the Protestant reformers, Luth- 
er, Calvin, Knox and others; it was later 
developed and greatly strengthened by such 
notable men as Bishop Newton, Sir Isaac 
Newton, E. B. Elliott, H. Grattan Guinness, 
A. J. Gordon, Finney, D. L. Moody, Spur- 
geon, F. B. Meyer, Webb-Peploe, Campbell 
Morgan, A. B. Simpson, E. P. Cachemaille, 
and many others. It regards the Roman 
papacy as continuingly fulfilling the proph- 
ecy of antichrist; it is opposed by the 
“futurist” school which looks for the com- 
ing of the antichrist at some future date. 
This latter is also the view held by Roman 
Catholic theologians. 


Students of prophecy should welcome 
these two booklets in the interest of clear- 
er proz hetic vision. 


Oe 


BIBLE IN PUBLIC SCHOOLS 


READING of parts of the Bible with- 
out comment at public school assemblies 
is permitted by the laws of nearly all 
the states, and in a large number of 
states is even mandatory by law. It 
has been abolished, however, in some 
localities at the insistence of atheist 
organizations and the Catholic church. 
For the Catholic church insists on 
teaching its own interpretation of the 
Bible or doing without it altogether. 





= ae 





es ie 
Would YOU A" Meal? 


PPSPOL ELL OL PLP LOCOS EPC LILO 


Suppose you met him face to face—obviously a cultured gentle- 
man, tired, worn, disconsolate, nervously fingering his unaccus 
tomed collar and tie—would you give him a meal? 


Suppose you knew his history:~Yesterday-.a highly respected 
Catholic priest in a decidedly comfortable*rectory. Today a Pro- 
testant layman, untrained for worldly endeavor, dut of a job, out 
of funds, an outcast from his family and his friends because he 
left the Catholic priesthood. \Would-you kelp him? 


CHRIST’S MISSION 


is YOU under such circumstances. It is the agent for Protestants of all 
denominations to aid the many priests of the church of Rome who give 
up all that the world hotds dear, because their God and voulrs has 
pointed the way. 


The price of a dollar dinner makes you a member of Christ's Mission, 
and that doHar- will go to help those who give up food and raiment to 
embrace the Faith and Freedom that God gave you gratis. Membership 
$1, $2, $5, or what you will. Use:the coupon below. 


CHRIST’S MISSION 


229 West 48th Bt. New York, N. Y¥. 


FLL JOIN! Dues $.................. Send bill, check or money order. 
Name... 


Address .... 
City «oi. 


Appeals timiler to this aré. made dy the Calvert Convert League, the &t. 
Paul Gutid and other Catholic. societies to heip Protestant ministers who 
become Catholics and to secure jobs for them. We are asking you to show 
the same eeai on behalf of Converted Catholic priests, whose revolt against 
an international political church entails much greater hardships. 





BOOKS AND PAMPHLETS OF INTEREST 
IN THE ROMAN CATHOLIC QUESTION 


THE CATHOLIC CRISIS; by George Seldes. A factual survey of the 
policies and politics of the Catholic Church in the United States, 
Canada, South America and Europe. $57 pages; Price.. $3.00 


ROME STOOPS TO CONQUER, by E. Boyd Barrett, ex-Jesuit priest. 
A penetrating analysis of the relation of the Catholic Church 
to Fascism and Democracy. Price: ‘ ... $2.78 


THE SOUL OF A PRIEST, by-L. H. Léhmann, former Catholic priest, 
The odyssey of a soul from the Roman es to ~~ 
Christianity. 150 pages; Price, £1.00 


EX-PRIEST AND THE RIDDLE OF RELIGION, by L. H. Lehmann. 
An historical and philosophical analysia of the foundations of 
Roman Catholicism. 302 pages; Price 00 


THE DRAMA OF WILLIAM OF ORANGE, edited by L. H. Lehmann. 
The Proscription of William of Orange and his famous Apologia 
in answer thereto. Tells of Holland’s fight against religious and 
civil tyranny. 118 pages; Price: paper covers, PEO: cloth 
hound : $1.50 


* LIBERAL ILLUSION ; 80 
Official Catholic publication 


PLPSPPIEPBPLPPOCL#s 


PAMPHLETS: 
FATHER O'CONNOR, Story of his Life and Work 
FATHER CHINIQUY, His Life and Times 


MIXEP MARRIAGES 
(Reprint from Feb. Converren CatrHornrc) 


HOW THE POPES TREATED THE JEWS 
(Reprint from Jan. Convertren CaTHoLicC) 


FOR THOSE INTERESTED IN BIBLE PROPHECY: 
PROPHECY IN OUTLINE, by Rey. John-J. Kelley, D.D. 

THE PRESENT ANTICHRIST, by Rey. Fred J. Peters 

ANTICHRIST AND THE SCARLET WOMAN, by Eric GC. Petera..80 
THE APOSTASY, by Prof. Wick Broomall... aed .. 0 
THE ANTICHRIST, by Prof. Wick Broomall .10 
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